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sought in vain for any reason for them. The people had not offered the slightest opposition to the Russians ; they were docile and had not taken part in the fighting, in accordance-with our wishes. The Russians alone must bear the responsibility for their misdeeds.
The Russian Army had been a heavy burden on East Prussia. Now we proudly felt that we had rescued German soil from the enemy. The joy and gratitude of the people were very great.
This province was not rescued only to come under a foreign yoke. Heaven preserve us from such a humiliation !
On the I4th of September we were at Insterburg, enjoying to the full our satisfaction over our victory and splendid achievements. All the greater was my surprise at my appointment as Chief of Staff of the Southern Army, which was being formed under General von Schubert at Breslau.
VII
In the West the German advance had ended in a reverse.
The right wing of the German force in the West was too weak and did not extend far enough; the withdrawal of the Guard R.C. and the nth A.C. had made itself felt with fatal results. This wing should, of course, have been strengthened by Corps drawn from Lorraine and Alsace. That was enjoined in Genera^ Count von Schlieffen's plan. Further, it was quite contrary to his plan to let the German forces there advance so far forward against the Luneville-Epinal line and be completely held up. That would have been the fate of the entire army if, instead of advancing through Belgium, we had kept our right wing south of Longwy. Whilst we were bleeding to death before the fortresses on the Verdun-Belfort line, our right wing would have been attacked from Belgium and beaten by the combined Belgian, French and English armies. At the same time we should have lost our industrial region on the Lower Rhine. Our ultimate defeat would have been certain.